INTRODUCTIONS

DR. LOBELL:  I am Dr. Michael Lobell from the University of Arizona Cancer Center and I am a PI on a Special Populations Network Grant that has to deal with Native Americans.  We work with the Indian Health Service and also with other tribes and basically cover the entire state of Arizona.  There are 44 tribes in Arizona with lots of dialects. 


The purpose of the grant was to provide education to decrease the burden of cancer in our Native American patients that we see and this has been a grant that has been very interesting to work with but as mutual trust was developed and built this grant became very important in penetrating this population and very pertinent to the information that we are going to be talking about today.


DR. FREEMAN:  Thank you. 


DR. MA:  I am Grace Ma from Temple University. 


DR. FREEMAN:  Can you hear her in the back?  Okay.


DR. MA:  I am Grace Ma from Temple University.  I am also a principal investigator for the one of the SPN projects which is focusing on Asian Americans in the Greater Philadelphia Region and Delaware Valley, which is called ATECAR, Asian Tobacco Education Cancer Awareness and Research.  We primarily focus on tobacco-related cancer at the present time but we are also increasing the awareness and also smoking related  cancer prevention and intervention among Cambodians, Vietnamese, Chinese and Koreans in this region. 


DR. SCHWARTZ:  I am Bob Schwartz.  I am deputy editor of the New England Journal of Medicine.


DR. MANDELBLATT:  I am Jeanne Mandelblatt.  I am at Lombardi Cancer Center and I have a longstanding interest in issues in access to care, particularly among minorities.  I am a geriatrician and I have worked with black women who are 65 and over and I have been interested in the effects of perceived ages and races on patterns of care and outcomes of care for women.  I also am a knitter and it helps me concentrate.


DR. KERNER:  I am Jon Kerner.  I am in the Office of the Director of the Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences and my sort of two hats are research dissemination and diffusion, trying to close the gap between research discovery and program delivery.  And I have served with Harold Freeman and Bob Hyatt as one of the three co-champions for NCI's Health Disparities Research Challenge Program.


DR. HARRISON:  Roderick Harrison, an associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Howard University, and I am working with Dr. Bonner on the Cancer Education and Prevention Program that I will let her describe and I served for some time, several years, as chief of the Racial Statistics Branch at the U.S. Census Bureau. 


DR. BONNER:  I am Florence Bonner and I am Chair of the Sociology and Anthropology Department at Howard University currently on sabbatical leave with the National Science Foundation.  My areas of specialization is race, class and gender and health and public policy.  I am currently working at the National Science Foundation on diversity issues, which I think have greater impact for basic research across disciplines and I had a three year grant with the National Cancer Institute in '95 looking at prevention, access and intervention.


DR. HARFORD:  My name is Joe Harford.  I am Associate Director for Special Projects of the National Cancer Institute in the immediate Office of the Director.  I have been attempting to give Harold a hand in the establishment of the Center and handle a variety of special projects, this being one of them.


I happen to be a nitpicker and it --


DR. __________:  As opposed to a knitter?


(Laughter.)


DR. HARFORD:  And it helps me concentrate.


(Laughter.)


MR. SHIPLER:  I am David Shipler.  I was a New York Times correspondent for many years in New York, Saigon, Jerusalem, Moscow and Washington.  I am now a freelance writer.  I have written books on Russia and on the Middle East, which actually I have been immersed in, in the last few months, revising a book that I did some years ago on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and I wrote a book on race relations in the United States, which I think is the reason I have been invited here, and I am now doing a book on the working poor in the U.S. 


DR. HO:  I am Reginald Ho.  I am a medical oncologist in Hawaii and the clinical director of ANCAP, which is the Asian American Cancer Awareness Program, a special populations medical program of the four sites.  Dr. Mu Chang is the director or principal investigator of that with sites in Seattle and Los Angeles, San Francisco and New York and our thrust is to reach all Asian Americans in these sites to look at the public and what their needs are, patients, what their needs are, and the professional groups, nurses and physicians and what they need in terms of being sensitive to Asian populations. 


DR. SMEDLEY:  Good morning.  I am Brian Smedley.   I am sorry for being late.  I knew parking was bad in Washington but had no idea.


(Laughter.)


DR. SMEDLEY:  I rarely venture out this way.  I am at the Institute of Medicine and I apologize.  We are just talking about our work-related activities and that kind of thing?


DR. FREEMAN:  Yes. 


DR. SMEDLEY:  Some of you know that we are involved in a study of racial and ethnic disparities in health care.  Some of the folks around this table have helped us in doing that study we hope to release in about a month or so and we will keep you all posted on that.


DR. BACH:  I am Peter Bach.  I am an outcomes researcher and epidemiologist at Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.  I am particularly interested in the impact of treatment disparities on the overall survival differences of cancer.


DR. SCOTT-COLLINS:  I am Karen Scott-Collins.  I am a vice-president of the Commonwealth Fund, which is a national health care foundation based in New York.  I have worked at the foundation in developing several of our programs related to access to care, equality of care.  We currently have a new program focused on quality of care for under served populations, which is where we are funding several projects related to this area and quality improvement in treating diverse populations.  Some of the work we are supporting is also jointly funded with Agency for Health Care Research and Quality.


DR. DIGNON:  I am Jim Dignon from the University of Chicago and I am a statistician and I have been involved in cancer research primarily in large scale randomized clinical trials for a number of years and my primary activity related to today's topic is using the clinical trials databases to look at outcomes and treatment efficacy among race/ethnicity groups.


DR. GORNICK:  My name is Marian Gornick.  I was a health services researcher for more than 25 years at the Health Care Financing Administration, now renamed as I am sure you know.  I have been following Medicare data for many, many years and the major question earlier was had Medicare met its goals of making health care equally accessible to all of the elderly.  It was not until -- we thought it had because we looked at global data and broad measures such as hospitalization rates.  We saw that the rates for minority persons exceeded the rate for whites.  It looked like the goals were met.


With more detailed data when the new payment policies were implemented in the '80s for the first time we saw the glaring disparities in the use of Medicare services.  I left HCFA at the end of 1997 and in the next four years I continued at home working on the same issues pursuing now further issues about the causes and what to do about disparities in the use of health care.


DR. GEIGER:  I am Jack Geiger from the City University of New York Medical School at City College in New York, forever confused with NYU but it is not.  For the last almost four years now, I guess that is one of the reasons I am here, I have been embarked on a project to review and critically annotate the peer review literature on racial and ethnic disparities in diagnosis and treatment, including but by no means limited to cancer, and that has involved the preparation of a commissioned paper for the Institute of Medicine.


And I think of equal importance heading a project with a parallel committee to review all of this and make specific recommendations by physicians for human rights looking at this in particular from a civil rights and human rights perspective as well a medical care perspective and both those efforts are underway. 


DR. DUSTER:  Troy Duster at the University of California at Berkeley and also New York University.  I am a sociologist by training and my interest is in the social implications of development in molecular biology and I have been involved in the last decade as an observer, participant in the Human Genome Project and Advisory Council and the chair of the Ethical and Legal Implications Advisory Commission.


DR. REUBEN:  I am Suzanne Reuben, Progressive Health Systems.  I am a health communications practitioner, I guess.  I do a lot of writing for the National Cancer Institute.  Some of it is policy related.  Some of it is product for professional education and some of it is aimed at the public.  And the issues of race and culture have come up over and over again in all of those realms.  And I am here as a consultant to the Center and I will be the writer for the product that eventually comes out of this meeting and the ones that follow it.


DR. FREEMAN:  Dr. Weissman, you came in, could you --


DR. WEISSMAN:  My name is Joel Weissman.  I do health services research at Harvard Medical School and the Institute of Health Policy at Mass General hospital.  I have a longstanding interest in issues of access to care by the uninsured and other vulnerable populations due to race/ethnicity.  Recently I began a study group on disparities in health care at Mass General hospital and more to the point I am also involved with an effort with Bruce Chabner, who is an oncologist at MGH and Dana Farber, to begin a new program area on disparities in cancer care at the Dana Farber and really Harvard-wide.


Thanks.


DR. FREEMAN:  Thank you.  We are ringing in Dr. John Ayanian, who is in Boston, who will be with us for part of the meeting.  He was an invited participant but could not come.


While this is being done I will start some brief comments to perhaps try to put this conference into perspective.


DR. AYANIAN:  Yes. 


DR. FREEMAN:  Hello, John. 


DR. AYANIAN:  Yes. 


DR. FREEMAN:  Harold Freeman here. 


DR. AYANIAN:  Hi, how are you?


DR. FREEMAN:  We are at the conference and everyone has just introduced themselves and I would like you to just say a word about yourself as part of that introduction. 


DR. AYANIAN:  Sure.  So I am John Ayanian.  I am a faculty member in the Department of Medicine in Health Care Policy at Harvard Medical school and Brigham Woman's hospital in Boston, and much of my research has involved studying racial and ethnic, socioeconomic differences and disparities in medical treatment and access to care and outcomes.


Particularly in studies related to cancer I have one grant from the NCI and AHRQ looking at treatment outcomes of colorectal cancer with a primary focus on racial and ethnic differences and in that study working with the California Cancer Registry looking at all patients over five years.


And in a new project which just started three months our group is participating in the NCI Cancer Care Outcomes and Research Surveillance Consortium.  It is a five-year NCI project with approximately $34 million in prefunding to study treatment and outcomes of colorectal cancer and lung cancer at five sites around the country.  And in that study one of the major themes will be racial/ethnic and socioeconomic disparities in cancer treatment and outcomes.

