WELCOME
DR. HAROLD P. FREEMAN, DIRECTOR
NCI CENTER TO REDUCE CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES

DR. FREEMAN:  Good morning.  Today we are going to deal with a part of the problem.  We do not want to indicate that the things we are going to discuss today represent the total problem because they really do not.  I am going to say more about that in my remarks but I would like to call upon Christine McCann of NOVA Research, who will give us some quick instructions.


DR. McCANN:  Good morning, everyone.  I have just a few housekeeping items for everybody.


First things first.  There are some carafes of coffee on the table in case anyone needs a midmorning pick up and, of course, we will be having a break.


For those of you who need to use the rest room; for the women's room you will go out the back door, make a left and the receptionist can direct you; the gentlemen can go out this back door here, there is a hallway to your right, and you will go all the way down the hallway and the door is to your right.


If you need to use a telephone, you will also go out this door, walk down the hallway, there will be an open door out in the lobby area to your left and you will see two little cubicles in there and you can also use that at lunch time if you need to get some work done or something.


Those of you at the table will be breaking out into some working groups at lunch time and if you look in your folders you will find your room assignment.  At lunch time we will have some staff who we will identify and they will guide you to your rooms.


Anyone who needs a cab at the end of the day, we recommend that you walk across Wisconsin Avenue to the Hyatt and catch a cab right in front of the Hyatt.  The gentleman there will call for one for you.


If you have any questions for any of the Center staff, they are identified by red ribbons if you look around.  James A. is wearing one and Savannah.


If you have any needs or questions for any of the NOVA staff, if you need anything at all, please ask either me, Vicki Butz and Tara Grove, who are on the side of the room here waving their hands.  They can help you out and we hope that you have a great meeting.


Thanks so much. 


DR. FREEMAN:  Thank you very much.


DR. McCANN:  The last thing, I am sorry, is that we are recording and transcribing today's proceedings so you do want to speak up and, if possible, identify yourself before you speak.


DR. FREEMAN:  Thank you, Christine. 


I am going to start out by asking members around the table to introduce themselves and just say something briefly about the work that you do.  I will start to my right. 

