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DR. FREEMAN:  Good morning, everyone.  I am Dr. Harold Freeman, the Director of the Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities and I welcome all of you here to this meeting, which is entitled "The Racialization of Populations, Society, and Science."  We will be looking at evolution, migration, genetics and social history.


We have a distinguished group of panelists here today that have come from all over the country.  Truly experts in various aspects of what we are going to talk about.


I would like to first give you some information on the Center itself.  The Center to Reduce Cancer Health Disparities is nearly two years old and was established at the NCI to reduce cancer health disparities as a center for this activity.


The Center directs the implementation of initiatives that advance our understanding of the causes of health disparities and tries to develop an integrative effect of intervention programs to reduce these disparities.


(Slide.)


The Center has two divisions which are depicted on this slide.  We have a Disparities Research Division and the principle part of that now is 18 special population network grants that we are supporting throughout the country, as well as other research that we are currently getting into beyond the SPN research.


In addition, we have a Health Policy Branch, which is the branch that has brought this activity together, through the think tank method.  
The Health Policy Branch attempts to raise key questions the answers to which could help us understand disparities with the thought that these answers could help to influence policy makers who might have an opportunity to improve these conditions.


(Slide.)


The way that we see the issue is depicted on this slide.  It appears to me that there are three principle determinants of disparities and perhaps people would argue about whether these are the proper three.  One, of course, is lower economic status of poverty.


Another is culture.  Culture not being equal to race but culture indicating the lifestyle, attitude and behavior, belief system, values, world view, communication system of the groups that are in the culture.


And the third element, we believe, is social injustice.  And we believe that these three major elements overlap in various ways and that overlapping may differ according to which population we are looking at.


So today's think tank really deals specifically with the bottom circle for the most part, the social injustice element as depicted on this slide.


(Slide.)


What is racialization?  I think people could possibly disagree or agree on what this is but we have taken the definition of Michael Omi, who says racialization implies a historical development of race and we employ the term "racialization" to signify the extension of racial meaning to previously racially unclassified relationships, social practices or groups.  Throughout the course of the next two days people may either agree or disagree with this definition but this is how we see it.


(Slide.)


There is a chart in the books that the people have received, the briefing books, which attempts to depict the way the Center looks at this entire process and, therefore, is a guide to what we will cover, at least in part, today.


If you look at this, and I will examine this very briefly, it is called The Impact of Racialization on Social History, Science and Health Care.  And if you look at this in a very, very broad way, as we are, we believe that in order to understand disparities and racialization and what is happening in America, we need to consider what has happened in the course of human history.  With this in mind, in the first part of this program, we are looking at factors related to evolution and early classification, migration of populations, population genetics and genomics.


We believe that the social history and social injustice factors have been impacted on by what we call racialization and that is how people over time have classified each other according to race.  For example, it is pointed out by Michael Omi in one of his writings that there was a time when White and Black and other classifications were not used at all.  It seems that in the 16th Century, or thereabout, Northern Europeans came to this country and saw people who appeared to be different and began to use the terms "White and Black" and other terms.


So the idea that races automatically innately existed seems to be false.  There was a process over history where people began to classify each other according to race for various reasons that will be discussed here today.


We believe that this process has influenced science and you see the next box that says "Scientific Assumptions and Hypotheses."  There seems to be evidence that scientists were influenced by this process of racialization and, for example, Samuel Morton around 1850 wrote a paper on the size of skulls and measuring the size of skulls of Whites, Blacks and Native Americans and Asians, and made conclusions about intelligence based on volume of skulls. Whites being more intelligent because the volume was greater.  This is an example of a scientific writing from a person who was highly respected at that time in science that was influenced by the process.


Scientific studies and findings, ultimately medical standards have been influenced.  I want to point out today we are covering only that part that is in the purple there but we will mention the other part of how we see this.  Scientific studies and findings, the last blue square, leads on to medical standards and systems and finally to differentially applied and perhaps biased care, patient outcomes and other hypotheses.


Today we are going to examine the part of this chart that is in the purple and at another meeting we will continue with our examination of these issues.


(Slide.)


With that brief introduction, again I would like to thank all of you for coming today.  We have, I believe, a very stimulating and exciting day ahead and tomorrow as well.  We are going to start out with the first part of our consideration, which is "Human Evolution, Migration Patterns and Genomics" this morning, and the first speaker is Peter Underhill from Stanford University.
