
DR. FREEMAN:  Okay.  We are going to get started and we have the privilege of having with us Dr. Andrew von Eschenbach, who is the director of the National Cancer Institute, and he is going to say a few words.


DR. von ESCHENBACH:  Thank you, Harold.


Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  You know, as director of the National Cancer Institute, you really are afforded a number of opportunities that you relish and you treasure.  Certainly the opportunity even to be able to spend a small amount of time with you this afternoon has to count as one of those special opportunities and it is because of the incredibly important and special work that you are doing and what you will mean to all of us as we go forward trying to formulate for this country a set of policies and a set of plans and processes that are intended to truly change the face of health care in an effort to eliminate suffering and death.  For us it is particularly a focus of eliminating the suffering and death that is due to cancer.


It became very obvious to me early on in my career as a surgical oncologist at M.D. Anderson that you cannot solve a problem you do not understand.  And as we look at the problem of cancer there is so much about that problem we need to understand, not the least of which is to try to understand the fundamental basis for the incredibly serious problem of disparities and the inordinate burden that cancer places upon minorities.


We have to come together as a community to solve the problem of cancer and we have to come together as a community to understand the problem of cancer and the contributions that you are making in helping us to understand some of these fundamental issues with regard to disparities is something that we all owe you a great deal of gratitude for and that is why it is a special moment for me as the NCI director to welcome you and thank you for this effort and to promise you that we will be very attentive to your deliberations and with the kind of leadership that Harold plays and the kind of leadership that he contributes at NCI and as a member of the President's Cancer Panel for this country will enable us to put into effect and into use many of the insights and many of the understandings that you provide for us in addressing the problem of disparities.


Harold, thank you for the opportunity.


(Applause.)


DR. FREEMAN:  Thank you very much.


It is a privilege to have Dr. von Eschenbach here and also to know how deeply involved he is in this particular issue among all of the things that he has to think about.  He is speaking from his heart, and I know that, with respect to disparity issues.

