HAROLD FREEMAN


DR. FREEMAN:  We have had a very interesting day and I am not going to spend the time that I might have spent to summarize but I would just like to mention a few things that have caught my eye.  


We started out talking about human evolution and Dr. Underhill showed us how the Y chromosome could help explain evolution and patterns of genetics throughout the world using the Y chromosome.  


Mark Shriver also carried that argument further in his studies.  


Then Fatimah Jackson, an anthropologist, introduced the evidence for migration patterns showing that people from certain parts of Africa migrated perhaps as Tribes to certain parts of America and so that the -- what turned out to be called Blacks in a homogenized way was not a single category of people.  It was really multiple tribes who had no doubt genetic variations within and between themselves.  
She also showed that this happened with the White migration as well to this country.  So it is a complex mix of people migrating from different parts of the world in patterns that would not really lead to any kind of a homogenation of White and Black if that were understood. 


Then Lisa Brooks from the National Human Genome Research Institute indicated that institute's approach to this and she indicated to me personally after it was over, her discussion, that in the four groups that they have identified throughout the world to study from the human genome research perspective, they are not identifying these people as African anything or Asian.  They are just calling them by their tribal name.  That is an interesting take because there has been some statements that we have heard today that have indicated geographic origins and the question would be if we use the same language have you changed the concept.  


Then this afternoon we shifted from the biology and evolution in genomics into a social discussion, social American history, racialization and psychology showing the elements of the real world superimposed on the scientific knowledge, which makes it a much more complex thing to try to understand.


It seems to me that this is a difficult set of things to try to absorb in one day for me as just a surgeon myself but I think that these are elements that we need to bring out.  Hopefully, the principles of understanding the science of race or racelessness superimposed on the social realities, which Bonilla-Silva has brought out so well, is the way for us to try to understand these things in a total way.


There are some conflicts that go on as you try to superimpose these things because we are saying race does not exist but it does exist and I think that this is the thing that I will take home from today's discussion.


How do we denigrate the point of no biological race with a social system where race is very critical and very important to human lives?  This is the question.


Thank you very much. 


(Applause.)


(Whereupon, at 5:21 p.m., the proceedings were adjourned.)

